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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

MAKE IT ETHANOL FOR EARTH DAY

Greenhouse Gas Reductions Would Result if Everyone Used Ethanol-Enriched Blends

Omaha, Neb., (April 22, 2008) –  If every car in America would use a ten percent blend of ethanol for one week, the amount of greenhouse gases produced in the U.S. would be reduced by nearly 1.3 billion pounds.

That is according to calculations done by life sciences researcher Nathan Danielson, president of BioCognito.  

“What we did was take some fairly complex modeling that was done by Argonne National Laboratory and distill it down to where it would mean something to the average consumer,” said Danielson.  “We considered if you took E-10, E-85 and cellulosic ethanol and put it in a typical gas tank, what would the impact on the environment be.”

Assuming a car with a 20 gallon gasoline tank, Danielson found that filling up with E10 can reduce greenhouse gas emissions by 9.5 pounds per tank.  
“Ethanol is just a very good fuel for reducing overall carbon foot print,” Danielson said.  “The story gets better if we go to E85. If we get to E85, all the sudden you are sitting at about 90 pounds of carbon dioxide that you’ve removed from the atmosphere by using ethanol instead of gasoline.”  Everyone filling their tanks with E85, he says, would reduce greenhouse gas emissions by nearly 12.4 billion pounds in one week.  
Better still, Danielson says that the same situation using ethanol derived from cellulose could reduce greenhouse gases by 282 pounds per car per week, or 38.5 billion pounds a week if used by every car on the road.

While cellulosic ethanol is not yet widely commercially available, it is no longer a pipe dream, according to Tom Slunecka with KL Process Design Group, which has the first commercial production plant processing waste-wood material near the Black Hills National Forest into ethanol.

“It’s here today,” said Slunecka.  “Our small plant in Upton, Wyoming is producing 1.5 million gallons and we’ve got more facilities on the way and soon there will be three other companies that will have their small-scale production facilities up and running at least by the end of 2009.”

In the meantime, most average consumers can make a difference today by filling up with either E10, which can be used in virtually every gasoline powered car engine in America, or E85 in one of the 6.5 million flex-fuel vehicles on the road today, according to Joanna Schroeder with the Ethanol Promotion and Information Council.

“The great thing about using ethanol is you don’t have to wait to make an environmental impact,” Schroeder said.  “Every single time you fill your tank with an ethanol-enriched fuel, you’re reducing greenhouse gas emissions.”

To learn more about how you can reduce greenhouse gas emissions by using ethanol-enriched fuel check out the ethanol calculator at http://www.drivingethanol.org/ethanol_facts/environment.aspx  
To find an E85 station near you, visit http://www.drivingethanol.org/ethanol_in_vehicles/locator.asp 
###

About EPIC: 
The Ethanol Promotion and Information Council is a nonprofit organization of ethanol producers and industry leaders who have come together to spread the word about the benefits of ethanol through information and promotional programs. To learn more about the ethanol, visit www.drivingethanol.org.
About BioCognito:

BioCognito is the leading provider of information on the life sciences market offering basic research, applied research, and sales & marketing.  Learn more at www.biocognito.com.  
About KL Process Design Group

KL Process Design Group specializes in bio-fuels project development, engineering, construction, and plant management with an emphasis on ethanol made from both grain and cellulose.  Learn more at www.klprocess.com.  
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Assumptions: 

· 2007 DOE EIA gasoline consumption data is accurate for 2008 consumption (http://tonto.eia.doe.gov/dnav/pet/pet_cons_psup_dc_nus_mbbl_a.htm)

· The average driver fills up approximately 1 time per week

· Each gallon of ethanol displaces one gallon of gasoline- This is probably accurate due to the fact that the GREET model takes the energy content of ethanol vs. gasoline into account, it may throw off the number of times per year that a consumer fills up their car.

